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Invitation to join the Membership of Voluntary & Community Action Sunderland

Dear Colleague, 

Our records show that your organisation is eligible to become a member of Voluntary & Community Action Sunderland. We are a local charity with a mission to support the voluntary and community sector in Sunderland to develop and thrive. I am taking this opportunity to contact you in this time of austerity and cuts, to inform you of our services and offer you the opportunity to join our membership base and take advantage of the range of support services that we offer. 

Membership of VCAS is completely free for VCS organisations and as a member, you will:

· receive our newsletter - VCAS News, packed with local, regional and national news and issues affecting the voluntary and community sector

· receive our email bulletins and receive targeted information relevant to your organisation

· receive free one-to-one funding support 

· be invited to regular free events and briefing sessions

· enjoy free advertising of jobs and events through our website and eBulletin

· have access to OCN accredited voluntary and community sector training
· have access to free constitutional and policy support
· be able to contribute to the sector's local voice through consultation and research exercises

· as a full member you will have voting rights within VCAS

There are certain criteria that your organisation must meet in order to become a member of VCAS. Any person applying for membership of Voluntary and Community Action Sunderland (VCAS) must:

1. Agree to abide by the provisions of the VCAS memorandum and Articles of Association (an extract of which is included below)
Extract from VCAS Memorandum and Articles of Association
Membership shall be open to those voluntary organisations, community organisations, residents associations voluntary groups with a management committee, statutory organisations and non-statutory organisations operating in the area of benefit which are pursuing any of the said objects, which are invited from time to time by VCAS to appoint an individual person to represent such organisations or authorities.
2. Must represent a body which wholly or substantially impacts on individuals and groups within the City of Sunderland

3. Must be acting in the spirit of voluntary service to the community 

4. Must satisfy the executive committee of VCAS that membership would offer mutual benefit and not personal gain 

Any act or change of circumstances which results in failure to comply with one or more of the requirements for membership will be grounds for termination of that particular membership.

If you would like more information about who we are and what we do, please visit our website at www.vcasunderland.org.uk
I have included a membership form. If you would like to apply for membership, please read the eligibility and complete the form on both sides and return it to us along with a signed copy of your organisation’s constitution or rules to:

Voluntary & Community Action Sunderland, 21 Frederick Street, Sunderland, Tyne and Wear, SR1 1LT
We look forward to hearing from you
[image: image2.jpg]



Yours sincerely,
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Gillian McDonough
Chief Officer                                        Visit our website or just pop in to our office to see how we can help
